Name _____________________________


Class period ________________________

Welcome to Chemistry!!!!

(Please place as the cover page in your binder)
Teacher:  Mrs. Melissa L. Paul 

Melissa.paul@fortbendisd.com
Phone #:  281-634-7077 Conference: ________Tutorials: _____________________


I would like to welcome you to Chemistry.  This course is designed to prepare you for entry into a university level Chemistry course.  I welcome your questions and comments and would be privileged to have your parents participate in or contribute to our class at any time!  
A.  Attendance:


Attendance is extremely important in Chemistry.  Each day we are creating a foundation in which to build upon.  In the event that a situation does occur in which a student must miss school, THS school policy states the student has the same number of days to make-up work as he/she was absent. ( ex: 2 days absent--- 2 days make-up)  If the student is absent on the due date of a major project, the student is to turn that project in the first day of return. The class schedule is posted on the board in the classroom and on my website every Monday for the week.  It includes classroom activities, homework assignments and upcoming tests /quizzes.  The student is responsible for all work on days absent.
B.  Lecture:


Students will be required to participate in the note taking process / lab activities/ class activities in order to master the material.  It is highly recommended that you obtain the notes from the website prior to class. 

WEBSITES: http://www.fortbendisd.com/campuses/ths ( Courses---Science---Chemistry---Mrs. Paul)

     or    www.mrspaulhonorschemistry.weebly.com (in progress) 

ONLINE TEXTBOOK  www.my.hrw.com  Your User Name:TRAVISCHEM Your Password:tigers
 Information covered in lecture is necessary for mastery of the course.  The textbook is used as a reference for the student.  

C. Lab:

1. Students will spend approximately 40% of the week in lab. 
2. Lab partners are chosen by the teacher and changed every 9 weeks.  

3. Grades in lab are based on individual performance.  Labs are evaluated as either a lab report or a lab quiz.  

4. Each student is responsible for information covered in the lab even though he/she was absent.  Groups are necessary for completion of the activity therefore it is very important that lab groups work together.  The teacher will monitor this process to ensure that all members are contributing. 

5. If a lab report is assigned for the lab, students will work together in the lab setting and then work alone in writing the lab report.  Data will be similar however the discussion of the data in the student’s lab report should be unique.  Students may not work together in the writing of the lab report, which is a major grade.  Please see me if you have any questions about this policy.  

D. Supplies to Bring to class:

Individual Supplies (All Students)
1. 2 inch 3 ring binder and a spiral notebook with 3 holes to place into binder (3subject)

2. A calculator is NEEDED. 

a. Ti-83 plus is recommended but not required.  An inexpensive solar 4 function calculator can work if you do not have a graphing calculator.


Lab Supplies:(by class period)  

______  (1) box of graham crackers
______ (1) pack of plain Hershey bars (6 bars in a pack)
______(1) box of Rock Salt
______(1) large pack of map pencils

______(1) large pack of #2 wooden pencils (not mechanical)

E. Homework:

1. Completion of class work.

2. Practicing problems

3. Prepare for the following days activity

4.  Should not have to spend more than 30 minutes per night to complete.

F. Study time:


Chemistry is a cumulative subject very much like a foreign language. It is very important to practice on a daily basis.  Here is a diagram from researched learning theories that I think will help you be successful in using strategies to learn chemistry.     



Input of Information    (     Working Memory      (

                                       30 sec (Open Document 

                                                               on computer) 

	Estimated 
	Unit Name

	1st 9weeks
	Lab Safety

	
	Scientific Processes, Measurement, and Calculations

	
	Dimensional Analysis

	
	Matter and Change

	
	Atomic Structure and Electromagnet Spectrum

	2nd 9 weeks
	The Periodic Table, Arrangement of Electrons, Periodic Trends

	
	Chemical Bonding

	
	Chemical Formulas and Chemical Compounds

	3rd 9weeks
	Chemical Equations and Conservation of Mass

	
	Chemical Quantities in Reactions: Stoichiometry

	
	States of Matter (Solids, Liquids, Gases except Gas Laws)

	
	Gas Laws

	
	Solutions 

	4th 9weeks


	Acids and Bases

	
	Nuclear Chemistry

	
	Reaction Energy and Reaction Rates


	
	Oxidation-Reduction Reactions


G. Tutoring:

1.  Times are announced on a weekly basis or by appointment.  
2. Please come to me for help! Chemistry can be intimidating, tutoring can help tremendously.   (Usually it only takes 15-20 minutes of tutoring to change that C into an A!!!!)

H. Behavior:

1. Unsafe or destructive lab behavior can result in serious injury to the student or others you.  
2. A list of safety rules and recommendations will be given and are to be followed exactly as instructed.  Failure to do so will result in consequences, possibly removal from the lab. 
3. Treat others as you would want to be treated (


I look forward to having a great year with you!  [image: image1.png]


 Mrs. Paul
Long Term Memory (Available for retrieval) *Infinite space if information is saved in memory. This is done by assigning meaning to the information.











